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CoHeN is a strategic project funded by the Interreg
Greece-Italy 2014/2020 Programme that aims to
promote cultural tourism through the valorization of
the Adriatic-Ionian Coastal Route by creating a
network of historic built heritage hallmarks across
the cross-border area.

OBJECTIVES
As the two of the area’s strengths and drivers of economic
growth are cultural heritage and tourism industry, the main
objectives of the project are:
• to increase the attractiveness of involved territories by
defining a common heritage management model;
• to strengthen participatory processes, involving the public
bodies, the private stakeholders of culture and tourism sectors
and the local communities;
• to enhance the visitors’ experience by regenerating the
historical aura of the involved areas, in a sustainable way.

ACTIONS
To reach these goals, the project implements the following actions:
• intervention on selected monuments to protect and render
them more accessible and functional in order to become
cultural hubs for activities, services and exhibitions;
• organisation of transnational and interregional workshops
to increase awareness of local authorities and involve
stakeholders in effective processes of co-planning;
• identification of the Adriatic-Ionian Coastal Route and design
of a Coastal Creative Programme;
• creation of innovative ICT tools to promote the contents of the Route.

The two countries comprise an impressive number
of cultural heritage sites, monuments and buildings
of all periods, including sites on the UNESCO World
Heritage List. This rich cultural heritage represents
the continuous flow of migrating populations,
conflicts, trades, transports and exchanges between
the narrow waters of the Adriatic and Ionian Seas for
millennia.
The valorization which the project aims at will be
achieved through the restoration of 17 monuments
and buildings, 11 in Greece and 6 in Puglia.
These buildings will become stages of a public
network of maritime architectures, hosting touristic
services, permanent exhibitions/artworks/art
installations evoking recent and ancient stories
related to the Adriatic and Ionian Seas. For this
reason the buildings will be adapted as public spaces
of small dimensions with the functions of reception,
exhibition, meetings or workshops.
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The San Felice Tower in the municipality of Vieste, dated 1540,
is the most oriental of the towers of Gargano area and it has a
height of 11 meters.
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The Torre Pietra Tower faces the saltpan of Margherita di
Savoia. It was used as a fortification and it took its name from
the promontory of San Nicolas de Petra.

3

The Calderina Tower in the municipality of Molfetta is situated in the
centre of the homonymous avifaunistic protected area and it is visually
connected with the UNESCO heritage site of Castel del Monte.

4

The Lighthouse of San Cataldo in Bari (engineer Pietro Palermo,
1863-1867) has a height of 61 meters and preserves the first
Marconi wireless telegraphy station that connected Bari and
Antivari in Montenegro.

5

The Lighthouse of Punta Palascìa in Otranto (engineer Achille
Rossi, 1863-1867) is situated about 70 km from the Albanian
coast and about 100 km from the Ionian Islands.

6

The San Giovanni Tower in the municipality of Ugento is the
first watchtower built in the land of Otranto during the Spanish
viceroy and it became a lighthouse in 1932.
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GREECE
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The Naupaktos Castle is built amphitheatrically at the entrance of
the Corinthian Gulf. The first fortification works go back to Classical
Antiquity. It was probably built by the Byzantines but its present
form was obtained during the First Venetian occupation (1407-1499).
The Vonitsa Castle, situated west of the modern city and near
the shores of the Amvrakikos Gulf, was built in 9th-10th century
A.D. However, the later (mainly Venetian and less Ottoman)
interventions are the ones that gave its present form.
The Aktio Fortress was built in 1809 A.D. in the same area
where many centuries earlier Octavian defeated the fleet of
Antonios and Cleopatra in the famous naval battle (31 B.C.).

EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES OF ILIA
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The Chlemoutsi Castle, built by the Franks in 1220 on the
westernmost cape of Peloponnese as the palace of Villehardouin
dynasty, is the best preserved medieval fortress in Greece with a
breathtaking view to the plain of Ilis and the Ionian Sea.

EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES OF THESPROTIA
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The Igoumenitsa Castle is situated on the wooded hill that
dominates the modern city and is connected with the history of
Igoumenitsa from 15th century onwards. It has a trapezoidal
ground plan and its walls are strengthened by rectangular towers.
The Margariti Castle was built in 1549 by the Turks and rebuilt
to a great extent in the 17th-18th century. It has an irregular
polygonal shape. Around its upper part there is an open
courtyard surrounded by vaulted constructions, over which there
was a fortified house.

EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES OF CORFU
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The Gardiki Castle, at the southern part of the island, was
probably constructed during the 13th century. Its erection is
probably associated with the adjacent spring and the control of
the Korission lagoon.
The Angelokastro Castle, at the northwestern side of Corfu, was
erected during the Byzantine era. The castle continued to play a
decisive role in defending Corfu until the end of 18th century.
The Kassiopi Castle lies on the northeastern part of Corfu
Island. Its construction can be placed between the 12th and
13th centuries. The castle flourished until 1386, when it was
destroyed by the Venetians, after a long siege.
The Old Fortress protects the Old Town of Corfu from the east.
Its current form was created mostly during the Venetian period
that succeeded the Byzantine phase of the fortress. Additions
were made also during the British protectorate.
The New Fortress is situated at the northwestern part of the
Old Town. It was completed in 1588 and it mainly protected the
Venetian port. The fortified town is a UNESCO World Heritage
Monument.

